
Saint Brigid Saint Brigid 

Saint Brigid was born in Fochard in County    . She was born 

into a     family and her father’s name was Dubthach. 

When she was growing up Brigid was a quiet and reserved child and she 

loved learning. She helped out with many jobs around the farm like herding 

cattle and churning butter. Most of all, however, Brigid loved to help people, 

especially those who were in     like beggars, the sick and the 

lonely. She would often give these people food and spend time with them 

which made them feel better. Brigid grew up to be a     lady and 

many noble lords wanted to     her. Brigid didn’t want to get 

married though and she decided to become a     instead. Her 

father was     but Brigid knew that he just didn’t understand.
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Complete the story by typing the correct words from the word bank into 
the gaps in the text. 
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Brigid and the other nuns who helped her knew that they had a lot of work 

to do. Brigid wanted to build a     for them under an old oak 

tree where she was living in Kildare. Brigid set off to ask the lord for some 

ground to build the convent on. He was a     man and didn’t want 

to give her any land so Brigid had to make a deal with him. She asked him if 

she could have the amount of land that her     would cover. 

He laughed at her because he thought this was ridiculous and agreed to her 

request. When Brigid went out to the field and laid her cloak underneath the 

oak tree something wonderful happened that gave the lord a huge fright: It 

began to     and    . It didn’t stop growing until it 

covered enough ground for Brigid to build her convent on. She was happy 

because she knew God had helped her with her plan. When the convent was 

built lots of people travelled to see Brigid so she could help them. Soon she 

was     all over Ireland for the good deeds that she did. 

One of the most famous stories about her tells how she taught an old chieftain 

who was dying about Jesus and the    . The chieftain was a   

    and was terrified of dying. Brigid stayed with him to keep 

him company. She began to tell him about Jesus and Heaven. There were   

    scattered over the stone floor beneath his bed and Brigid 

picked some up and started to weave them together to make a   

   . She explained that the cross was the Holy Trinity – the 

Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. The chieftain was so convinced that 

he became a     there and then. This is where the tradition of 

weaving Saint Brigid’s crosses comes from. 

Saint Brigid’s feast day is celebrated on the first day of      

each year. To this day she remains one of Ireland’s most important saints.
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