
The 1980s - A Ne"W" Wave 
of Emigration ~====F~~~ 

In the 1980s, due to a combination of government 
overspending in the late 1970s, and a global oownturn, 
the Irish economy suffered and unemployment figures 
rose. A new wave of emigration from Ireland began. 
This became known as the 'Brain Drain' because many 
of the people who left the country were bright and 
talented young graduates. In the early 1980s, 8°.k of university graduates left the 
country to find work. By the end of the 1980s, this had risen to 30%. 
Unemployment in Ireland reached 18% by the late 1980s. Those who left 
Ireland in the 1980s went to thriving countries like the UK, America, Australia, 
New Zealand and Canada where the standard of living was much better. 
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:t.~ In the middle of the 1990s Ireland entered a new phase of 
proseerity. Jobs were created when large US companies 
began to locate in Ireland. Ireland offered an educated ~ =·=·-=B --'=' 

workforce, access to EU markets, and a low taxation rate for businesses. 
Many of these were fast-growing technology and pharmaceutical companies. 
Unemployment figures in Ireland dropped to iJ..5% and the numbers of people 
emigrating reduced. This period of history was called the Celtic Tiger. It lasted 
from the mid 1qqos to 2007. 

During the Celtic Tiger years there was an increase in the 
1 number of immigrant workers arriving in Ireland. Thousands 

of people came to Ireland from Poland and other eastern 
European countries, and from African countries such as 
Nigeria. Immigrants arriving in Ireland were looking for 
work and a better life for their families. Some of these 
people sent the money 
they earned in Ireland 

back to their families at home. 
The Celtic Tiger ended in 2007. A year later 
Ireland went into a recession. This means 

Cfieck_point 
1. What was the 'Brain Drain'? 

2. What was the unemployment 
rate in the late 1 qaos? 

that there was a decline in the economy and 
wealth of Ireland. Emigration returned as a 
part of daily life. In 2011, an estimated 60,000 
people left our shores for the UK, Canada, 3. Where did the Irish emigrate to in 
the USA, Australia and New Zealand. the 1 qaos? -----------------~...! ., 
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Design and Draw .. 
In 1986 Irish musicians organised a rock concert in Dublin to highli~ht the crisis 
of Ireland's unemployment problem. This concert was called Self ~1d. They us:d 
the slogan 'Make it Work'. Imagine a similar concert is being held m your locality 
to raise awareness of a local or notional crisis. Think of a name for the concert. 
Design a poster advertising the event. Think of a good slogan for your poster. 

What kind of imagery would you use? 

The N e"\V Faces of Ireland 

My name is Donuwo and I om a 5th class pupil in Portlooise, County 
Laois. I was born in Nigeria, a large country in Africa, but my parents 
moved here when I was just two years old. My father works as an 
engineer, and my mother is a beautician. Even though we are African 
immigrants living in Ireland I like to think of myself as Irish now. I don't remember my 

L ---:::==::;;;;;;;;;;:::,. life in Nigeria, or who my friends were before we lived in Ireland. My 

Date It! 

parents say that our life here is better than it was in Nigeria. When 
people meet me first I think they are surprised to hear my Irish 
accent! They sometimes have a problem pronouncing my name - but 
I don't mind. We have started to learn Irish as a family - we go to 
classes in the evening at the local library. We were very proud to be 
living here when a Nigerian man was elected mayor of Portlaoise -
my parents say that was a great day for Irish-Nigerian integration. 
Every year I take part in the St Patrick's Day parade - that's my 
way of letting people know I value the heritage of my new country! 

Find out when decimal currency 
was introduced to Ireland. Then 
find out when the euro currency was 
introduced to Ireland. 
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In 2011 , immigrants mode up 
over 10% of Ireland's ~ 

Eastern European, African and 
Asian people, as well as a large 
number of people from the UK, 

mode up this percentage. Census 
records show that there were 

122,585 Poles living in 
Ireland in 2011. 
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