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What Will I Learn? 
• How the doily lives of Irish people have changed since the 1950s. • About emigration and immigration. • How the population of Ireland hos changed since the 1950s. • About Irish communities living abroad. • About immigrants living in Ireland today. 
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1.,h e 1950s -
f'h e Post-War Era 

freland has unde . rgone enormous changes since the 
; 950s. Almost every aspect of daily life has changed. 
\)n~ of the features of daily life that has remained with 
us since the 1 °50 · • . . 

. 7 s 1s em1grat1on. In this chapter we 
will look at som f th . e o e reasons why people emigrate 
~nd ~he e~ect that has on society. We will also look at 
immigration and how that has changed Irish society in 
the post two decades. 

During the 1930s and 194-0s, many 
Irish people worked in agriculture 
and local industry, producing goods 

In the 1950s and 1960s 
Ireland hod a different 
system of currency.Shillings, 
threepences and sixpences 
were some of the coins 
used. 

\ 

and services for sale in local markets. _ 
Many other Irish people had been 
employed by the armed forces 
of Britain and Ireland during the 

\ 

Second World War (1939-194-5). 
When the war ended, there were not enough jobs for 
everyone. This meant that Ireland faced a number of social 
and economic challenges 
in the 1950s. Did You Know? 

Economics relates to the financial 
affairs of countries and the 
production and consumption of 
goods and services. 

Ireland had not yet started to trade widely 
with foreign countries or attract foreign 
companies, as other countries had. When 
foreign companies set up they bring jobs and 
Ireland badly needed jobs for its citizens. At 
that stage, Ireland was relying on its own 
home market to provide jobs and keep the economy going. Unemployment levels 
began to rise in Ireland while other countries were becoming better off as they 

were trading with each other. 
Emigration once again became the only option f~r many 
thousands of young people. They began to leave Ireland 
in search of a better future in countries like the United 
Kingdom, Canada, and the east coast of America. In the 
1 Cf50s it is estimated that 4-00,000 Irish people left for 

foreign shores. 
Sean Lemass, who is known as 'the father of modern 
Ireland', became Taoiseoch in 1959. Lemass began to 
encourage Ireland to trade with other countries to build up 
an export business. He also encouraged foreign companies 
to locate in Ireland. This resulted in the creation of new 
factories and jobs. Unemployment figures began to foll. 
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Hi, my name is Kevin O'Brien. I'm the captain of the Liverpool 

under-18s Gaelic football team. My grandad Rory is our coach. 

This year we're hoping to make the All-Britain final, which is 

played at Paire no hEireann in Birmingham next October. Grandad 

says if we make it to the final it will be the first time an O 'Brien has 

played in a GAA final since his dad, my great-grandfather Donal 

O'Brien. Donal was a champion hurler! He moved from Co. Kerry 

to Liverpool in the 1 qsos. There was no work in Ireland back then. 

He found a job working on construction sites, but he never lost the 

love of Gaelic games. He met my great-grandmother Maureen 

at a ceilf in Liverpool- she was from Kerry too. Grandad says we're not the only 

ones - about 10% of people living in Britain have Irish ancestors. That's about six million 

people - let's hope they're all cheering us on in October! 

Think About It 
1. During the early 1950s there was plenty of work available in construction 

and nursing in the United Kingdom. Why do you think this was? 

2. Rural counties of Ireland suffered the most f.rom loss of people to 

emigration. Why do you think this was? How do you think this affected the 

people left behind? 

The Key to Literacy 
1950s emigrants from Ireland were often unsure when they 

would see their families again. The cost of travel was higher in 

those days, and without the internet it was not that easy to stay in 

contact. They left the country with mixed feelings of sorrow, hope, betrayal and 

regret. 

Imagine you are a child whose family is emigrating to America in the 1950s. 

Write a diary entry describing the journey, and your thoughts about your future 

life in America. 

Remember: 

• You are leaving behind your home, your friends, your grandparents. 

• You might never see your village again. 

• You are going to start a new life in America! 
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