
The Chieftains

The 
Chieftains 

are an award-
winning traditional 

Irish group and 
are famous 
worldwide.

The band began in 1962 and are still touring today. 
They are one of the first bands to make Irish music 

popular outside of Ireland. The members of The 
Chieftains play the uillean pipes, tin whistle, button 
accordion, flute and bodhrán. They have had many 

members over the years but the current 
line-up is Paddy Moloney, Seán Keane, Kevin 

Conneff and Matt Molloy.
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Clannad

Clannad 
were formed 

in 1970 
in County 
Donegal.

Clannad are a family band. They grew up in a 
Gaeltacht area in Donegal. They mix traditional 
Irish music with different styles such as pop, jazz 
and even rock! The famous Irish artist Enya was 

once a member of this band before starting her own 
solo career. The current members of this group are 
Moya Brennan, Ciarán Brennan, Pól Brennan and 

Noel Duggan.
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The Dubliners

The 
Dubliners 

were originally 
called The Ronnie 

Drew Ballad 
Group.

The Dubliners were founded in 1962. Two of 
their most famous members were Ronnie Drew 
and Luke Kelly. They are best known for their 

versions of Irish ballads. They are very popular 
in Europe and they have even appeared on the 
famous UK music chart show, Top of the Pops!
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Christy Moore

Christy 
Moore is 

a founding 
member of 
the band 
Planxty.

Born in County Kildare in 1945, Christy Moore 
has been one of the most popular Irish artists 

over the past 40 years. The guitar and bodhrán 
feature heavily in his music. He still performs 
today and his concerts are usually a sell-out! 
Some of his most memorable songs are ‘Ride 

On’ and ‘Black Is the Colour’.
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The Corrs

The 
Corrs are 

a family band 
from County 

Louth.

They had worldwide success in the late ‘90s 
and right through the noughties. They are still 
performing today. Their style of music is a mix 
of traditional Irish music and current pop and 
rock. One of their biggest hits, ‘Runaway’, is a 
great example of their sound. They introduced 
traditional Irish music and instruments to a 

new generation.
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Listen to some songs and pieces of music from 
these groups. 

Can you hear the different instruments playing? 

Are there any similarities in the music?

Are there any differences you can hear?

Which group would you like to hear more from?


