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What Will I Learn? 
• What caused the famine in Ireland in 

the 181+-0s. 
• About the impact of the famine on 

Irish people. 
• How the famine caused many 

long-term changes to life in Ireland. 
• How the famine led to mass 

emigration to Britain and America. 

" Key Vocabulary 

famine blight 
tenants 

- ;tl#T workhouse emigration 
evicted 
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Think and Discuss 

Describe what you see in each photo. 

l 2 • What do you think happened to the 
cottage? 

What does the word 'famine' mean to yo u? 



The Great Hunger 
A famine is a severe shortage of food that can result in widespread starvation. 
Over the course of Irish history there have been many famines. However, the 
potato famine or 'Great Hunger' in the 184-0s greatly affected the course of Irish 
history. 
Here is an account of the famine through the eyes of a young girl, living in Ireland 
in 184-6. 

The year is 181+-6. Lost year a terrible disease known as blight 
destroyed our potato crops. The potatoes went block and 
withered in the fields. Within a few months the people in my 
village began to feel the effects of the crop failure. Food 
become scarce and food prices rose. 
In the spring, people planted more potatoes than ever before. 

Alas, the potato crops ore foiling again this year. People ore 
eating whatever they con find. My family survives by eating fish, 

berries and seaweed. 
Landlords ore forcing poor families to leave their homes 

if they cannot afford to pay the high rents. They often hove nowhere else 
to go and have to live on the side of the rood. Our elderly neighbour, Mrs 
Graney, was evicted last week. She hod on awful fever and nobody would 
toke her in. She lay down on the side of the rood and didn't get up again. 
Mother said she didn't have the energy to carry on. 
Some families travel to the workhouse in the neighbouring town looking 
for a place to stay. Others are leaving the countryside in droves, 
searching for food and work in the cities. 

Clieckyoint 
1. What happene~ t~ the potato crop 

during the famine· 

2. What food is this family surviving on? 

3 Why did landlords force their 
• tenants to leave their homes? 

Think About It 
1. Describe how you think an evicted 

family would feel after being forced to 
leave their home. 
• How would the parents feel? 
• How would the children feel? 

2. What types of food could a family with 
no potatoes and no money left gather 
for free? 

Research and Write It 
Find out more about life in the workhouses during the famine. Why did 
people go to workhouses? What was daily life like in a workhouse? Were 
there any workhouses in your area? Write a report on your research. 
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