
The First World War -
A British Child's Experience 
5 July 1q16 

Dear Diary, 

We got news today from Father about the 
terrible fighting taking place on the Western 
Front, on the banks of the River Somme in 
France. Uncle Bernard was injured in t he 
battle but hasn't been sent home yet. Poor 
Auntie Patricia is very worried and so is 
Mother. Father sent this picture with his 

17 July 1q16 

Dear Diary, 

I'm sick of this war! Mother has to work now 
and we are left at Grandma's house. I don't 
like her cooking nearly as much as Mother's. 
Grandma scolds me for complaining so much 
about the war. She says that all the women 
have to work now as the men are away and 
the country needs to keep going. Mother 
and Auntie Patricia work in an arms factory 
making weapons. Hundreds of other worn 
work 

Uncle Bernard took the picture 
just before he was hit by a shell 
in t he shoulder. Those poor 
men, it seems like such an awful 
place to be. I hope Father will 
be home soon. It is his birthday 
in a few weeks - I don't want 
him to be in such a dreadful 
place again for his birthday. I 
heard there were rats the size 
of cats in those trenches. Still, 
things aren't too bad for us, 
poor Mrs Barry's son was killed 
in t he battle. We will have to 
pray for the family. 

Yours, 
Sarah Anne 

to the cinema next weekend if 
we are good for Grandma. She 
says we all need a good day out! 
I am really excited about it. 

Yours, 
Sarah Anne 
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for a while. Mother is getting woe 1ied but 
the other women on the street assure her 
that we would hove heard if something wos 
wrong. Grondmo keeps toking us to the 
ollotment to toke OUT minds off it. "Our plot 
has the best vegetables around!' she keeps 
saying. Even still. we are always hungry. 
Before the wor we could eot as much bread 
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3 September 1Cl16 

Dear Diary. 

A letter come from Father today. I'm so 
upset. as is everyone else here. He is having 
on owful time in the trenches. He is cold and ! 

hungry and t ired. He can't sleep anymore. 
There is constant noise: grenades, shooting, 
men crying, people having nightmares about 
the fighting. The worst port is how they 
die, Mother stopped us from reading most 
of that page. Uncle Bernard's infection hos 

gotten worse so he should be home by the 

Think About It 
1. What effect did the war have on Sarah A ? 
2 H . nne. 

weekend. Father hos to stay 

though. Father will be so lonely 
when Uncle Bemord leaves 
but it will be good for us to 
see him o gain. especioll!J for 
Auntie Patricia. Hopefully Uncle 
Bernard will t e ll us more about 
how Father is. 

Yours, 
SorohAnne 
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Write a diary entry frarn Sarah Anne on the 
day she is reunited With her father at the end of the War in 1918. 


