
During the War 
Most of the fighting during the war took place in purpose-dug trenches 
in mainland Europe. The places where fighting occurred were called 
the 'Fronts'. The Western Front was located between Germany 
and the part of Belgium that was taken over by Germany and 
Northern France. The Eastern Front was situated between Germany 
and Russia. The space between one side's trenches and the other 
side's trenches- 'the enemy lines' -was known as 'No Man's Land'. 
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Although fighting was only expected to last a short time, it ended up going on for 
four years. Many battles were fought, including the Battle of the Somme on the 
Western Front in Northern France. This was one of the bloodiest battles of the war 
where many British, Irish, French and German soldiers lost their lives. 
Developments in military equipment were seen during the 
four years of the war. For example in 1'114-, single-seater 
fighter planes were built. 
America joined the war in 1'117, by which stage the situation 
had reached a stalemate. Their arrival meant that the allies 
could launch new attacks on the Western Front. Russia pulled 
out of the war in 1'118. 
The fighting continued until the Germans surrendered on 
11 November 1'118. This day is now known as Armistice Day. 
Armistice is another word for 'truce'. 

After the War 
Immediately following the end of the war the people of the 
affected countries poured onto the streets in celebration. For 
four years the world had been at war. Many people lost their 
lives. Estimates suggest that approximately '1 million soldiers 
and 6 million civilians died. Many of the great empires of 
Europe had been destroyed and the world looked to establish 
a lasting peace. 
The American President, Woodrow Wilson, proposed a 
14--point peace plan. In 1'11'1, a peace conference was held 
and the Treaty of Versailles was signed. This treaty forced 
the Germans to pay compensation called 'reparations' to the 
winning countries. Germany also lost land in Europe, their 
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colonies in Africa and their army was also limited. German anger at the 
conditions of the treaty would later have effects that would lead to the 
Second World War. 
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