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What Will I Learn? 
• About how the First World War 

started. 

• About the fighting that took place 
during the war. 

• About how the war affected people's 
lives. 

• About the aftermath of the war. 
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Think and Discuss 

1. Describe what you see in each of these 
pictures. 

-

2. What do you already know about the First 
World War? 

3 · Why do you think it was called the First 
World War? Do you think the whole 
world was affected by it? 

4 • In what ways has warfare changed since 
the First World War? 



The First World War 
The Start of the War 
Before the war started in 1q14-, the nations of Europe 

ruled much of the world. Many European countries such 

as Britain, Germany and France owned large colonies. 

TO protect their interests, the nations of Europe formed 

alliances to defend themselves. If one nation was 

attacked then their allies would go to war to defend 

that country. 

In 1914-, Archduke Franz Ferdinand, the heir to the 

Austro-Hungarian Empire, and his wife Sophie were shot. 

They were assassinated by a Serb nationalist while in 

Sarajevo. This event sparked a war in Europe. Austria 

declared war on Serbia, which drew its ally Russia 

into the war to aid Serbia. Germany declared war on 

Russia, and on France, as France was a Russian ally. 

When Germany invaded Belgium to get to France, Britain 

entered the war to defend Belgium. 

A The shooting of '~rrf r , 

Franz Ferdinand 

Countries became involved because of old treaties and alliances in which they 

had agreed in writing to help certain countries if a war situation arose. For 

example, Britain entered the war to help Belgium because of the terms of a 

75-year-old treaty. When Britain got involved, so too did all the countries of 

the commonwealth, including Australia and Canada. This is how it grew into 

being a 'world' war because one by one nearly all the countries in the world 

were affected in some way. When the war began it was first named 'the Great 

War' as it was believed at the time to be 'the war to end all wars'. 

First World War 
Alliances 
Allied Powers 

Central Powers 

Neutral Nations 

Did You Know? 
Austria ( or Austria-Hungary 

as it was then known) and its 

allies were called the 'Central 

Powers'. The countries fighting 

against them were called the 

'Allied Powers'. 

Cfieckyoint 
I. "Yhot event sparked the 

First World War? 

2. What drew Britain into the wo ? 

3 Wh r. 
• o Were the Central p 

owers? 
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