
Emigration During 
the Famine 
During the famine, half a million 
people died in Ireland of st_arvation 
and even more died from disease. 
Hundreds of thousands of people 
emigrated to begin a new life in 
another country. The poorest 
emigrants travelled to Liverpool 
and other British ports. These 
journeys only took a few hours 
and were far less expensive t han 
voyages to America. Some 
landlords paid for their tenants t o 
travel to Britain, seeing it as a .A. Irish emigrants leaving their home fior A - · menca 

way to get rid of them cheaply. 
People who travelled to Britain knew that food rations awaited them there, far 
better in quality than what was offered in Ireland. However, conditions for Irish 

emigrants were far from ideal as many 
could only afford cheap accommodation in 
damp and overcrowded buildings. 
Thousands more people headed to 
America. But many of the ships were 
built to carry cargo not passengers. Life 
on board was tough and disease spread 
rapidly. Many people brought no food 
with them for the journey and depended 

-----------=----=~--=----_.) on the rations handed out. Poor cooking 
conditions on board meant that food was 

often undercooked, and people became 
sick. So many people died crossing the 
Atlantic Ocean that the ships became 
known as 'coffin ships'. 
It was expensive to travel to America 
and often families could only afford to 
send one son or daughter. That person 
would then find work there and send 
money home to Ireland to help the rest 
of the family. The money that flowed into 
Ireland also helped families to send more 
members abroad in search of work and a 
better life. 
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fbink and Discuss 
What preparations would a family trovellin to A . . 

1· need to make before leaving, do you think? g menco during the famine 

2 
Why do you think disease spread rapidly on b d h . . oar t e coffin ships? 
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"'I 
The Key to l,· .,~ 
Literacy " {) Design and Draw 

Design a poster advertising on 
emigrant ship soiling to America. 
Include t he name of your ship, 
where it is headed to and leaving 
from. Use a picture of a real 'coffin 

ship' if you con. 

F~ 

Accompanied by 

Research what life 
was like for Irish emigrants during 
the famine years once they arrived 
in America. Imagine you ore one 
of these Irish emigrants. Write a 
letter to your family describing your 
voyage across the Atlantic. T olk 
about why you left and about the 
advantages and disadvantages of 
your new life compared to life bock 
in Ireland. 
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Occupation Age: Yrs. Mos. Sex M. S. W. D. 

Nationality Lust permanent Residence 
(TOWN, COUNTRY. ETC.) 

Name of vessel 

Destination 

1't,0/1Wf/ 
Date 

_ information con you tell about this person from reading this 
"' ' :· document? 

· 2. In what year was this person born? 

3. What do you think the boxes labelled 'M', 'W', 'S' and 'D' mean? 
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