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House A1 B or C? 

V,v.-; ":ff hen my parents split up they didn't know what to do with me. My 
mum wanted me to go and live with her. My dad wanted me to go 
and live with him. I didn't want to go and live at my mum's new 

place or my dad's new place. I wanted to stay living in our old place, ~ulberry 
Cottage, the three of us together. Four, counting my pet Sylvanian Family 
spotted rabbit, Radish. There were all these arguments about who would get d 
custody of me. I thought they were talking about custard at first. I ha~e c~star 

. I d it sticks m your because you can never tell when there's going to be a ump an 
throat and makes you shudder. 

d t I felt I was being My mum got mad and my dad got mad and I got ma oo. . . 
. . . H If f wanted to side with split up. Half of me wanted to side with Mum. a o me . . 

. . h . ·d d ·th me She lives m my Dad. It was much easter for Radish. S e JUSt s1 e wi · 
pocket so there's never been any hassle over who gets custody 0 ~ her. . . , ., . 
Wehadtogoforfamily ' · c- · . · .. ' ,· · .. ,. :, .; _' .• _ .:· ··,,' ._ .. \ . . 

I / , • / I 

counselling. It seemed -~: ~, : · _ · ~ -~·, , : ; . . • 
a bit daft because my """""""'11' . ... ~· ,. · · 
mum and dad didn't · · -" · . · · · 
want to be a family any 
more. This lady chatted 
to me. She was trying to 
be ever so casual but I 
knew she was trying to 
suss things out. She had 
some little dolls in her 
office, a mummy doll and 
a daddy doll and a whole 
set of children dolls in 
different sizes. She wanted me to play with them. I poked the mummy doll 
and the daddy doll in the stomachs and said I didn't like playing with silly old 
dolls. But this lady saw me fiddling about in my pocket and she got a glimpse of 
Radish. I like to hold her tight when I'm feeling funny. ({to/~ . h, what a dear little toy. Do let me have a look," she said, in that 

· · silly voice grown-ups always use when they're trying to get you to 
like them. 

"She's not a toy, she's a mascot," I said. I didn't want to show her Radish at all. 



She's mine and she's private. But I had to let th ' 
her frock and turn her upside down • is lady paw her about and undo 

in a very rude sort of way 
11What's Bunny's name?" she asked You'd h h · 
not ten. I just shrugged and shook ~y head. ave t ought I was two years old, 

"That's Radish," said Mum, ''l\ndrea's had her f d 
b 

or years an years She's a 
important mem er of our family." · very 

''l\ctually, I _bought Radish for Andrea. As a silly Saturday present. 1 like to 
give her a little treat every now and then," said Dad. 

"You did not give Andrea Radish! I bought her one 
Christmas to go in Andrea's stocking," said Mum. 

"Look, I can vividly remember buying that rabbit in 
the corner shop- " 

"They don't even sell Sylvanian Families at the corner 
shop. I bought it from the toy shop in town and-" 

I snatched Radish back and put my hand gently over 
her ears. She can't stand to hear them arguing. 

"Never mind," said the lady, trying to shut them up. 
She was still smiling at Radish. 

"Hello, Radish," she said, peering right into her little 
furry face. 

I scowled at her. OK, Radish is real for me, but I can't 
stick it when grown-ups act like she's real too. 

"I expect you're feeling a bit sad and worried about 
where you're going to live, little Radish," said the 
lady. Radish kept her lips buttoned. "We know what 
Mummy wants and we know what Daddy wants, but what do 
you want, Radish?" said the lady. Radish wouldn't say a word. 

"I think she's a bit shy," said the lady. "Maybe it's hard to say anything in front 
of Mummy and Daddy." 
5? she asked Mum and Dad to step outside the room for a few minutes. They 
didn't really want to. They both kept looking at me. You know what it's like at 
:chool when you're the team leader and everyone wants to be picked first to go 
~:i-~ur team. Pick me, said Mum. Pick me, said Dad. I stared down at Radish 

1 they'd gone outside. 
"P 

oor Radish. This is a bit tough on her, isn't it," said the lady. 

127 



I 
I 

I . 

R adish and I stayed silent. The lady was quiet for a bit too. And Mum 
and Dad outside. I wondered if they were listening. But then they 
started up another argument. They whispered at first, but then got 

really cross and let rip. 
"Oh dear," said the lady. "Well, Radish. Here's Mummy. And here's Daddy." 

She propped these horrible dolls up at either end of her desk. Then _she got 
some toy bricks and built a little house for the mummy doll a~d a httl~ house 

for the daddy doll. She reached out and took Radish, putting her m the 
middle. Then she looked at me. 

j i 
I 
I ' \ 

"Where does Radish want to live, Andrea? Does 
she want to live in House A?" She pointed 

to the mummy doll's house. "Or does she 
want to live in House B?" She pointed to 
the daddy doll's house. 
"She wants to live in House C. Mulberry 
Cottage, where we've always lived. With 
Mum and Dad and me," I said. 
"I know she does. But she can't. Not any 
more. It wouldn't work out. Just listen 
to Mum and Dad," she said. They were 
shouting now. "They can't be happy living 
together. You can see that for yourself, 
can't you, Andrea? But they both love 
you very much and they want you to be 

// / ,' ( 

I i I 
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happy. So which house do you think you 
and Radish would be happiest in? House 

A?" She pointed to the mummy doll's house 
again. "Or House B?" Daddy doll's turn. 

• I I l ' I I / r 
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I looked at House A. I looked at House B. I looked at Radish. I 
made her walk one way. I made her walk the other. I made her trek backwards 
and forwards across the desk. 
"She still wants to live in House C. But if she can't do that_ and I still think she 
could -then she wants to live in House A and House B." 
''l\h," said the lady. "You mean she wants to live ·,n Ho A k d ,, use one wee an 
House B the next week. 
So that's how it was decided. Radish lives with me · k h , 

h 
, h I k' , m my poc et as s e s 

always done. S e s t e uc 1est one. And I get to r • ' 
week and my dad's house the next. It's as easy iAveBmCmy mum's _house one as . I don't think. 

(Chapter 1 fro Th . m e Swtcase Kid by Jacqueline Wilson) 



AetiviJi£1s 
fact Finding 
1. How many people are in Andrea's family? 

2. Who is Radish? 
3. Why did the counsellor ask Andrea's parents to step outside the room? 

4. Where does Andrea really want to live? 

5. Is the ending a happy one? Give reasons for your answer. 

Choose the word closest in meaning to the underlined word. 

1. There were arguments about who 
would get custody of me. 

4. "I can vividly remember buying 
that rabbit." 
(a) barely (b) obviously 
(c) vaguely (d) clearly 

(a) guardianship (b) confinement 
(c) control (d) rights 

2. Custard sticks in your throat and 
makes you shudder. 
(a) freeze (b) tremble 
(c) vomit (d) cough 

5. She propped these horrible dolls 
up at either end of her desk. 

3. I knew she was trying 
to suss things out. 
(a) hang (b) explain 
(c) talk (d) figure 

(a) placed (b) supported 
(c) hung (d) lined 

6. I made her trek backwards and 
forwards across the desk. 
(a) hike (b) sprint 
(c) creep (d) roll 

Choose the most suitable word for each sentence. 
1. People often have ____ 4. Tony the Tiger is the ____ for 

over who is right and who is wrong. Frosties breakfast cereal. (director, 
(casual, mascot, arguments, mascot, solicitor, custody) 
agreements) 5. I _____ when , 

2· Getting a puncture, when you're I didn't know the tlll!lliiii;:::::~ 
already late is _____ . answer. (propped, 
(beneficial, effective, casual, hassle) nodded, shrugged, concurred) 

3· The bank robber was so 6. ____ can help with 
---- that he didn't addictions, depression and 

even raise his voice. (anxious, bereavement. (Custody, 
boisterous, casual, hassle) Arguments, Counselling, Hassle) 
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- - - - - - - - -
Between the lines. Choose the corre; a; w; . - - - - - - - - l 
1. The dolls in the counsellor's office 4. Andrea put her hand over Radish's 

were ears because 
(a) a way of learning more about (a) she didn't want Radish to hear 

a child . the argument. 
(b) to keep children occupied. (b) she wanted the argument to 
(c) for the counsellor to play with. stop. 
(d) brought by Andrea. (c) she didn't want Radish to get 

2. Andrea thought that the counsellor upset. 
was (d) Radish wanted the argument to 

(a) kind. (b) condescending. stop. 
(c) angry. (d) depressed. 5. The counsellor asked Radish where 

3. In the counsellor's office, Andrea's 
parents argued about 
(a) who loved Andrea the most. 
(b) who Andrea should live with. 
(c) who had bought 

Radish for Andrea. 
(d) who would get 

custody of Andrea. 

she wanted to live because 
(a) she wanted to find out who 

had really purchased Radish. 
(b) she really wanted to know 

where Andrea wanted to live. 
(c) she wanted to know what 

Radish thought. 
(d) she wanted to annoy Radish. 

A conjunction is a word that joins words, phrases or sentences together. 
Examples - although, and, because, but, or, since, so, unless, until, when. 

Rewrite these sentences using the conjunctions above. 
1. Things were different ____ I was young. 

2. Let's wait here ____ the rain stops. 

I 3. I haven't seen him ____ the day he left. 

f 
4. The meeting will last for two ____ three hours. 

5. This is an expensive ___ _ very useful book. 

6. He had to retire ____ of ill health. 

Summarise ~ 
Write an account 
of the family 

I counselling session 
from the perspective of Radish. 

- ~ -
~~agine you are 1.a.1s;w.:J111.a~ 

1 Andrea. Write 
your ultimate .,,J..::Jlllllll 
wish list of ten or more things. 


