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Mother Teresa was born Agnes Gonxha 8 . . 
a tO"',n known as Skopje in Albania (no :axh,u on 26 August, 1910 in 

Ag
nes went to Ireland to join an orde wf acedonia). When she was 18 . r o nuns kno h ' 

Loreto- It was at this point that she ch d h wn as t e Sisters of 
ft 

ange er nam Sh 
herself Teresa, a er a French Saint Th e. e chose to call , erese of Lisie F 
was only ever called Teresa. ux. rom then on, Agnes 

After Teresa had spent a few months in 1 1 d her to India. They sent her to Calcutta ;.e an '
th

e Sisters of Loreto sent 
life teaching at a high school there Alih ere~a ~pent 

th
e next 17 years of her 

healthy and privileged Teresa had· oug t e girls Teresa taught were 
her time in Calcutta. s'he had seen ml any people who were not during seen peop e homeless starv· d d · 
the streets with no one to care for them. ' mg, an y,ng on 

Mother Teresa with mothers and children at her Mission in Calcutta, In dia 

In 1946, Teresa became ill. Doctors thought she had tuberculosis. On a 
train trip to Darjeeling where she was to undergo treatment, Teresa decided 
to give up her position at the school. She decided to move to Calcutta's 
slums. She wanted to help the sick and needy, the people nobody else 
wanted to look after. Teresa later explained that God had told her to leave 
St. Mary's High School and move to the slums. She felt that God had called 
her for the second time, this time to devote herself ID the poorest of the poor. 
Teresa decided she would no longer wear the nun's habit worn by the 
Sisters of Loreto. Instead she went to a local market and bought a plain 
white sari with three blue stripes. She set up an open-air school for the 
children of Calcutta's slums. The children's parents were too poor to send 

them to school. 



( In 1950, Teresa founded her own order. She named the order th 
. Missionaries of Charity. Sister Teresa had become Mother Teresa eTh . . e a,n f 

1 the order was to love and care for all those people nobody else lo d 1 0 

cared for. Members of the Missionaries of Charity wore the white :e. a~d 
h I. d . I d I . I an with blue stripes. T ey 1ve s1mp y an ate p am meas of rice and vegetabl 

They had few possessions. Mother Teresa herself is said to have had O ~s. 
h . . . d b k nya bedroll, t ree sans, wntmg paper, an a prayer oo . She slept for only 

few hours a day and prayed for up to five hours. a 

From 1950 onwards, the order gave food for the needy and medical care 
for the sick. It set up schools and orphanages. It also established shelters 
for the homeless, for battered women, for lepers, and for the dying poor. 
Mother Teresa had become interested in helping the dying poor when she 
had seen a woman dying on the street, half eaten by rats. She learned that 
hospitals would not take in sick and dying people who were desperately 
poor. They were left on the streets. For the rest of her life, Mother Teresa 
had a strong interest in providing homes for the dying, places where they 
could die with dignity. The Missionaries of Charity also set up homes for 
alcoholics and drug addicts, and treatment centres for people with AIDS. 
By the 1960s, Mother Teresa was known around the world for her devotion 
to charity. Not only was the order receiving a lot of funding, but Mother 
Teresa began to receive a lot of attention from the media. When she won 
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979, Mother Teresa cancelled the celebratory 
banquet Instead, she asked that the thousands of dollars the ceremony 
would have cost be donated to Calcutta's poor. 
Mother Teresa died on 5 September, 1997. All around the world, people 
mourned her death. They remembered her for her tireless efforts 
in helping others. They also remembered her for her energy 
and personality. Mother Teresa's funeral was watched on 
television by millions of people. In Calcutta, thousands 
of people stood in the rain to say goodbye as her 
simple white coffin was driven through the streets. 
By the time Mother Teresa died, her order, the 
Missionaries of Charity, had over one million workers 
in more than 120 countries. They were all dedicated 
to helping the needy. And it had all started with the 
work of one woman, "the saint of the gutters." 
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I -- --fact Finding 
Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu come to Ireland? 

2
. Why did Agnes change her name to Teresa? 

3, Why did Teresa give up her teaching job in St. Mary's High School? 

14- Describe the s~ri th~t Teresa wore. 
L!:,~_h~ maior prize did Teresa win but did not attend the ceremony? - - - __, ,_ ---- ------ ---choose the word closest in meaning to ilie -;,;d:rl~d :,0;.i. - - -
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1. God cal led her to devote herself to 

4. Mother Teresa provided places 
where they could die with dignity. 
(a) pride (b) peace 
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the poorest of the poor. 
a) nurture {b) protect 
le) help (d) dedicate 

(c) magnificence (d) solitude 
5. Mother Teresa cancelled the I 

2. They had few possessions. 
(a) comforts (b) properties 
(c) belongings (d) wealth 

celebrato~ banquet. 1 
(a) memorial (b) commercial 

3. The order established 
shelters for battered women. 

(a) assaulted 
(b) neglected 
(c) sick (d) injured 

(c) congratulatory (d) retail I 
6. They were all dedicated to helping I 

the needy. 
(a) interested (b) committed 
(c) indifferent (d) likely 

I 
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Choose the most suitable word for each sentence. 

,,,_._~• 1. Children from ____ families 

4. A ____ is a rectangular 

usually have wealthy parents. 
(disadvantaged, deprived, 
privileged, needy) 

12, The suspect's car will ___ _ 
a police examination. (undergo, 
devote, donate, immobilise) 

garment worn by South Asian 
women. (kimono, sari, kilt, leper) I 

I 5. are homes especially 
for orphans. (Lepers, Igloos, 
Orphanages, Hostels) 

3. ____ are extremely poor 
and overcrowded areas of a city. 
(Tuberculosis, Orphanages, 
Slums, Avenue) 

I 6. The new king held a ___ _ 
to celebrate his coronation. (snack, 
speech, banquet, cuisine) 
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Be~ the ,;es~Choose the correct answer. -----l 
l~Whi~h~~~ich of the following is FALSE? 

Mother Teresa was born in Mother Teresa set up shelters fo~ 
(a) Skopje. (a) the homeless. I 
(b) Calcutta. (b) criminals. I 
(c) Albania. (c) lepers. 
(d) Macedonia. (d) battered women. I 

2. Teresa berame 'Mother Teresa' when ·.[i,11· ~TWIATMrNTcr~ . · . : . I 
(a) she became a nun. 11 
(b) she founded her own order. . .-· -.·.- . . . : . _: I 
(c) she had a child. I 
(d) she became famous. I 1 

3. Mother Teresa had few possessions 5. Teresa felt that a God called her for I 
because the second time when I 
(a) she had no money. (a) she became a nun. 
(b) she was robbed in the slums. (b) she chose the name Teresa. I 
(c) she wanted to live like the poor. (c) she moved to the slums. 
(d) she was too miserly to buy (d) she went to St. Mary's High 

anything. School. 

lt;m;;;r-
shorten words by running them together. An apostrophe is placed 

where a letter or letters have been left out. This is called a contraction. 
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I Examples - can't, you've, we're, don't, I've. 
t Use contractions instead of the highlighted words. 
11. That is the girl who is bullying me. 

1

2. I cannot swim but he is a good swimmer. 
3. I am glad that you are on my team. 

1 4. She will regret it if she does not enter. 
5. We are delighted that you are going to accept the job. 
6. What is tasty is not always good for you. 

I LEPERS WELCOME I 

- - - -~- - - - - - - --- -
Summarise ~-
In your own words 

Mother Teresa's work in 
the slums of Calcutta. 

Use Your Imagination ~~ 
Imagine you are Mother Teresa. Write a 
letter to the Chairperson of the Norwegian 
Nobel Committee explaining why you would 
like the celebratory banquet to be cancelled. 


