
April Fool’s Day Maths Quiz
Find out and explain what is wrong with each maths problem.                                               
Come up with a corrected version of each problem and solve it.

1.  A car is travelling at 120 miles per hour. How long will it take to travel 160km?

Mistake:   

Corrected Problem:  

 

Answer:  

2.  John has a 5kg bag of rocks and a 5kg bag of paper. He picks up the heaviest bag and 
puts it in his car first. He puts the lightest bag in last. Which bag did he pick up first?

Mistake:   

Corrected Problem:  

 

Answer:  

3.  There are 126 children in a school. One quarter of them are girls. How many are boys? 

Mistake:   

Corrected Problem:  

 

Answer:  
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4.  A family eats a whole pizza. Dad eats    of the pizza. Mum eats    . If Liam eats    of the 

pizza, how much did Niamh eat?

Mistake:   

Corrected Problem:  

 

Answer:  

5.  Daniel completed a triathlon. He ran       of the way, he swam       of the way and he 

cycled       of the way. If the swim was 2km how long were the other two parts?

Mistake:   

Corrected Problem:  

 

Answer:  
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April Fool’s Day Maths Quiz Answers
1.  Mistake: It should be 160 miles.

Corrected problem: A car is travelling at 120 miles per hour. How long will it take to 
travel 160 miles?

Answer: 1 hour and 20 minutes 

2.  Mistake: Both are bags weigh the same. 

Corrected Problem: For example – John has a 500g bag of rock and a 5kg bag of paper 
He picks up the heaviest bag and puts it in his car first. He puts the lightest bag in last. 
Which bag did he pick up first?

Answer: Bag of paper.

3.  Mistake: 126 is not divisible by four.

Correct Problem: There are 128 (or any other number that is divisible by four) children in 
a school. One quarter of them are girls. How many are boys? 

Answer: 96 boys

4.  Mistake: Fractions total more than 1 whole pizza

Correct problem: A eats a whole pizza. Dad eats     of the pizza. Mum eats     . If Liam eats  
    of the pizza, how much did Niamh eat?

Answer: Niamh ate  

5.  Mistake: Fractions total more than one whole. 

Correct problem: Daniel completed a triathlon. He ran     of the way, he swam       of the 
way and he cycled       of the way. If the swim was 2km how long were the other two 
parts? (Or any combination of fractions that total one whole.) 

Answer: He ran 10km and cycled 28km. 
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