
Think About It 
Peacelines were barr· h 1ers t at 
Protestants in Northe I separated Catholics from 

d . rn reland Th . 
to ay m parts of Belfast Wh . ese barriers still exist 
if your town/village had ·b ~t do you think it would be like 

arners to each other? Do you kno f separate people from 
the world that use barri=s~oa:~ .0ther cities or countries in 

IVlde people from each other? 

Did You Know? 
The violence in Northern Ireland reached its highest point on 30 January 1972. 
On that date British soldiers shot and killed 14- people at a banned march. The 
violence quickly got worse and the British governement declared Direct Rule 
over Northern !eland. 

The Long Road to Peace 
Aft~~ the partition of Ireland there were many decades of 
pol1t1cal unrest in Northern Ireland. The effects of the unrest 
w~re_ felt in the south of Ireland and also in Britain. By 1972, 
Britain and Ireland were desperate to stop the violence. Each 
year, hundreds of people were dying . 

Britain realised that it 
needed to work with the 
Republic of Ireland to try 
to resolve the situation in Northern Ireland. In 
1985 the Anglo-Irish Agreement was signed. 
This agreement would see the Republic of 
Ireland working with Britain to try to find a 

.&. John Major and 
Albert Reynolds, 1994 

solution for the problem in 
the North. 
In 1994-, negotiations 

between the T aoiseach Albert Reynolds and the British 
Prime Minister John Major led to the first IRA ceasefire. This 
meant that the IRA agreed to stop using violent methods to 

achieve their aims. The UYF also declared a 
ceasefire shortly afterwards. 

© . 
. . . 

.&. Bill Clinton 

The US President Bill Clinton visited 
Belfast in 1 CfCfS to show his support 
for peace. The British Prime Minister 

.&. Dr Mo Mow/am, 
Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland, 1998 

Tony Blair also took action by agreeing 
to meet with the Irish nationalist leader Gerry Adams. Mo 
Mowlam was another British politician who played an active 
role in peace negotiations. She was successful in arranging multi-
party talks and for restoring the IRA ceasefire . 
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The Good Friday Agreement 
I n 1998 T aoiseach Bertie Ahern and British Prime Minister Tony Blair led ------
t ~~ir two governments t o sign the Good Friday Agreement. ag_reement 
~o moted partnership, equality and respect between com_mumties in . \ 

rthern Ireland. Two of the people who were involved in the Good Friday 
Agr~ement, John Hume, a Catholic, and David Trimble, a ProteSt ant, 
received the 1998 Nobel Peace Prize. 

In the yea rs following t he Good Friday 
Agreement, t he military groups on both sides 
began to gradually disarm. This meant that both 
sides reduced t heir force and weapons. Today A John Hume 
in Northern Ireland, unionists and republicans 
sit side-by-side in a power-sharing government 

-:--:====~~~~~!) where each has equal power. This government 
is called the Northern Ireland Assembly. Its 
offices are located at Stormont in Belfast. 

Northern I reland h · 
l
. . now as integrated schools where children from all 

re 1g1ous backgro d b b ld un scan e educated together. These schools help to 
ui understanding and friendship between the different communities of 

people that live in Northern Ireland. 

A David 
Trimble 

Cfieckyoint 

In 1976 two young women from 
Northern Ireland were the joint 
winners of the Nobel Peace Prize. Find 
out more about these two women and 
the organisation that they established, 
the Community of Peace People. 
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l. What was the Anglo-Irish Agreement? 

2. When was the Good Friday Agreement 
signed? 

3. Who received the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1998? 

4. Where is the Northern Ireland 
Assembly located? 

Over to You 
Do you think integrated schools are a 
good idea? Why? What other kinds of 
integration do you think would be helpful 
to achieve better understanding between 
the different groups of people living in 
Northern Ireland? 


