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.A. William of Orange 

The Battle of the Boyne in 16qQ led to a historic defeat of the Catholic Irish. 
During this fierce battle, the Protestant William of Orange defeated the 
Catholic King James II. The Penal Laws were introduced to try and prevent 
Catholics from rising up again. Catholics were discriminated against because of 
these laws, which remained in place for over a hundred years. The Penal Laws 
prevented Catholics from voting, owning land or holding powerful positions 
in society. The Act of Union in 1801 led to the closure of the Irish parliament. 
Ireland was now directly controlled by the British government. In the 1870s, 
the Home Rule League was established. Its leader, Charles Stewart Parnell, 
fought for Ireland's right to set up its own government in Dublin. 

Clieckyoint 
1. When did the Normans come to Ireland? 

2. What was the Plantation of Ulster and 
when did it happen? 

3. When did Oliver Cromwell come 
to Ireland? 

4. Who was defeated at the Battle of the 
Boyne? 

• Charles Stewart Parnell 
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The Key to Literacy l, ·. _ 
Use the internet and the library to research the Battle of the Boyne, ~o 
one of the most famous and fiercest battles in Irish history. Find out who · 
fought at this battle and why. What was the significance of this battle? Imagine 
you are an onlooker at the scene. Write a poem describing the battle. 
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Not everyone in Ireland supported the Home Rule movement. Northern 
Unionists who were l p . R l They wonted . ' . . most y rotestant, were against Home u e . t 
to stay_ in union with Britain. In 1912 they formed the Ulster Volunteers to figh 
for t heir cause. This group later became the Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF). 
I rish Nationalists, who were mostly Catholic, supported Home Rule. I_n 1q13, 
they formed a military group called the Irish Volunteers to fight for Irish 
independence. 
After t he 1916 Rising and the Irish War of Independence, Irish and British 
politicians signed the Anglo-Irish Treaty in 1921. This treaty introduced the. 
partition of Ireland. The 26 counties of southern Ireland would be given their 
own government and named a Free State. The six counties in t he North would 
remain under British rule. 

Cf ,eckyoint 
1. Who were the UVF and when were 

t hey formed? 

2. Who were the Irish Volunteers and 
when were they formed? 

3. What was the Anglo-Irish Treaty? 

Over to You 
Ora': a mop of Ireland. Colour and name 
the six counties that remained under 
British rule following the Anglo-Irish 
Treaty in 1921 . 

History e , 
Detective 

The partition of Ireland into North 
and South happened in 1 q21 with the 
Anglo-Irish Treaty. Ireland is one of 
many countries that has been divided 
or partitioned in the course of its 
history. Some countries that have been 
partitioned are then reunified later 
on. Can you find examples of other 
countries that have been divided and/or 
reunified? When did this happen? Can 
you find those countries on a map? 
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TIMELINE 

1169 -
King Henry II 
comes to Ireland 

1556 .__ 

The Plantation 
of Ulster begins 

1649 -
The Battle of 
the Boyne 

1801 ...._ 

Home Rule League 
is founded 

1916 

The War of 
Independence 
begins 

1921 ,__ 

The Normans 
arrive in Ireland 

1171 

First plantation 
starts in Ireland 

1606 

Oliver Cromwell 
comes to Ireland 

Act of Union 

1873 

Easter Rising in 
Dublin 

1919 

Anglo-Irish Treaty 
signed 
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'The Troubles' in 
Northern Ireland 
The period known as 'the Troubles' in Northern Ireland began 
almost 50 years after partition, in t he late 1960s. The people 
living in Northern Ireland were made up of two rival groups. 
The unionists or loyalists, who were mostly Protestant, were 
loyal to British politics and its monarchy. They wanted to 
remain in the United Kingdom. The nationalists or republicans 
were mostly Catholic. They wanted to be reunited with the South to form a 
32-county Republic. They believed t hat t he ent ire island of Ireland should be free 
from British rule. The Republicans were represent ed by their own political party, 
Sinn Fein. 
During the Troubles, paramilitary groups carried out acts of violence and 
political terrorism on behalf of bot h groups. On the republican side, the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) and the Irish National Liberation Army (INLA) were the 

main paramilitary groups. The Ulster Volunteer Force 
and Ulster Defence Association (UDA) were the main 
paramilitary groups operated by the loyalists. Around 
3,000 people died as a result of the fighting between these 
two rival sides during the Troubles. 
Murals were painted on houses in both areas to show the 
views of the people living there. 

Protestant areas often have murals of William of Orange, 
known as 'King Billy'. Catholic areas have murals showing a 
united Ireland, or imagery showing ancient Irish myths and 
legends. 
During the Troubles, paramilitary groups frequently 
bombed busy city streets and other public places across 
Ireland and Britain. Many innocent people were killed in 
shocking events such as Bloody Sunday and the Omagh bombing. 

Research and Write It 
Look on the internet to find some examples 
of murals that represent the views of the 
different people living in Northern Ireland 
during the Troubles. Choose two murals 
a nd describe what you think the artists are 
trying t o say with their images. Try and 
t hink from the point of view of the person 
painting the mural - taking into account 
their religion, their political views, their 
age, t heir hopes and dreams for the fut ure. 

cfieckyoint 
d"d the Troubles begin in 1. When 1 ? 

Northern Ireland . 
of the main 

2. What were the nam~s 
paramilitary groups . 

? Wh did people 3 What is a mural. y 
• . • murals in Belfast? pain" 
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